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Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission — First Report — 
“The efficiency and timeliness of the current appointment process for 
Commissioners and Parliamentary Inspectors of the CCC” — Motion 

Resumed from 14 March on the following motion moved by Hon Jim Chown — 

That the report be noted. 

The CHAIR: The first report of the CCC was originally moved by Hon Jim Chown that the report be noted and 
we have had some debate. 

Hon JIM CHOWN: Thank you, Chair. This report is similar to the previous reports that have been presented in 
this segment of today’s sitting. It was tabled by the previous Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and 
Crime Commission in the thirty-ninth Parliament and due to Parliament proroguing, it fell to the floor. Such was 
the importance of this report that the current standing committee decided to put it back on the notice paper. This 
report is about the appointment of CCC commissioners and parliamentary inspectors. It contains three pertinent 
recommendations. Recommendation 1 reads — 

The Attorney General prepare an amendment to the Corruption, Crime and Misconduct Act 2003 to allow 
for the appointment of a Deputy or Assistant Commissioner to assist the Commissioner in the day to day 
work of the Corruption and Crime Commission. 

It is interesting to note that the creation of the role of deputy commissioner is supported by both the commissioner 
and the parliamentary inspector. Many past commissioners have also wished they had a deputy commissioner to 
help them in their day-to-day role. It is consistent with models in New South Wales, Victoria, Queensland and 
South Australia. Recommendation 2 reads — 

The Attorney General prepare an amendment to sections 9(3a)(a) and 9(3b) of the Corruption, Crime and 
Misconduct Act 2003 to: 

1. remove the role of a nominating committee in the appointment process for Commissioners and 
Parliamentary Inspectors; and 

2. in lieu thereof, mandate that the Premier propose one name from a list of three people to the 
Committee for its bipartisan and majority support. 

Obviously, there is some delay at times in the appointment of these very important people. Apparently, the greatest 
delay in the current processes of appointing commissioners and parliamentary inspectors is the time taken by the 
Premier’s office to process the recommendations received from the nominating committee and provide to the joint 
standing committee for its consideration the information and the name of the preferred candidate. 

Recommendation 3 reads — 

The Premier undertake a review of the internal processes for managing the appointments of Commissioners 
and Parliamentary Inspectors, with the aim of ensuring that they are more timely and efficient. 

I do not think we asked for a response from the government, but I certainly hope the Attorney General and the 
Premier take note of these recommendations. I have asked for a response, but I am not sure whether we have 
received one. Do we have one? 

Hon Alison Xamon: Yes. 

Hon JIM CHOWN: I am sure Hon Alison Xamon will be more than happy to respond on the response we have 
received from the Attorney General on these recommendations. She can go ahead and I will sit down. 

Hon Alison Xamon: I have already responded. 

HON NICK GOIRAN: I take this opportunity to make some brief remarks in respect to this report that is before 
the Committee of the Whole House. This first report of the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime 
Commission of the thirty-ninth Parliament was tabled in this Parliament on 14 September last year. 

As outlined by Hon Jim Chown, the current Deputy Chairman of the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption 
and Crime Commission, the genesis of this report was a report tabled in the previous Parliament. The report is on 
the efficiency and timeliness of the current appointment process for commissioners and parliamentary inspectors 
of the Corruption and Crime Commission, and I will comment on that appointment process. Members might not 
be aware that to appoint a commissioner or parliamentary inspector, or a person who will be an acting 
commissioner or parliamentary inspector, the Premier of the day provides three names to the Joint Standing 
Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission. That committee then considers the proposed 
recommendations of the Premier. Actually, I should correct that. The process requires a nominating committee, 
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chaired by the Chief Justice, to provide three names to the Premier of the day. The Premier of the day then puts 
forward a recommendation to the committee. Interestingly, the statute does not cover whether the Premier of the 
day has to provide the three names to the committee. Be that as it may, the Premier cannot appoint anybody without 
first having obtained the majority and bipartisan support of the committee. 

Hon Jim Chown: It has to be done on a bipartisan basis. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: It has to be done on a bipartisan basis. 

That, of course, brings me to a topic that has previously been discussed a few times. It has come to my attention 
that there are unfortunately three tiers—classes—of members. 

Hon Alison Xamon: Really? Please tell us more. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: There are what I will call first-class members. I have previously indicated to the chamber 
my view that there are two classes, but I have had time to reflect on that and now feel that there are three classes 
of members on the committee. 

Hon Stephen Dawson: Is this you correcting the record, member? 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: It is just on further reflection. 

One of the four members is a first-class member, and that is Hon Jim Chown. Two members of the committee—
the two members from the other place—are flying through the committee in business class, and one member, 
Hon Alison Xamon, is unfortunately flying through her participation on the committee in economy class. By way 
of explanation, because of the work of the Leader of the House and the Labor government and their decision on 
the composition of this committee, they have elevated Hon Jim Chown to first-class status. He retains first-class 
status by virtue of the fact that an appointment—remembering that we are talking about the current appointment 
process—requires bipartisan support. Bipartisan support as defined in the act requires that it include a member of 
the party of the Leader of the Opposition. Of course, only one of the four members fits that category—that is, 
first-class member Hon Jim Chown. That has created the capacity for him at any time that he likes to either agree 
or disagree with the appointment process. That will then determine the outcome, particularly if he disagrees. It 
really does not matter what the three other members think, because the first-class member—who has, effectively, 
a veto power by virtue of him being able to determine whether there will be bipartisan support or not—will 
determine whether the appointment process will be undergone. Thankfully I have the utmost confidence in 
Hon Jim Chown, and I know he will not abuse his status as a first-class member. 

The government in the other place thought, very conveniently, that it could stack the membership of the committee 
with members who support the government. Of course, those members, ironically, have only business class status 
on this committee. If one of those members happens to disagree, it does not matter, so long as the other member 
agrees. Those other members do not have the same rights, privileges and status as first-class member Chown—
they are travelling in business class. Mr Chairman, and other members of the chamber, do not feel too sad for those 
members, because trailing behind in economy class is Hon Alison Xamon. I am sure all members will concur that 
Hon Alison Xamon is a very conscientious and hardworking member of this chamber. However, unfortunately, 
the decision of the Leader of the House and the McGowan Labor government has ensured that she must serve her 
time on this committee in economy class. The government has expressed no desire whatsoever to fix this situation. 
The government has been utterly silent every time this matter has been raised. In fact, every time this issue has 
been raised, the Leader of the House has been away on urgent parliamentary business. I am sure Hon Alison Xamon 
must feel somewhat hard done by when she is asked to travel in economy class while the other members of this 
committee have the luxury of travelling in business and first class. 

The time has well and truly come for the government to respond and tell us what it intends to do about this report 
and the current appointment process. This report is about the efficiency and timeliness of the current appointment 
process for commissioners and parliamentary inspectors of the Corruption and Crime Commission. It is true that 
the genesis of this report was the work of the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission 
in the previous Parliament. However, this report is now before this chamber for members to debate the efficiency 
and timeliness of the current appointment process. Whatever the committee may have said and made 
recommendations about in the past, the world has moved on since that time. When I was a member of the 
committee, along with the hardworking Hon Adele Farina, there was no first class, business class and economy 
class status. Every member of the committee was a first-class member. Every member of the committee had equal 
status. However, unfortunately, there has been a radical and unprecedented change, all because of the decision of 
the Leader of the House and the McGowan Labor government. The government tried to stack the committee in the 
other place. The government now finds itself with members who do not have even the same rights and privileges 
as Hon Jim Chown. Will the government continue to sit in silence and do nothing about this? The time has well 
and truly come for the government to respond to this report. Hon Alison Xamon deserves that. The government 
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should not let this farce continue. Every time a report from the CCC is tabled, we have to say, “This report has 
been tabled by that committee that has members of different status and different class.” I do not know whether the 
government is comfortable with that class structure. I would have thought that in our western society, under the 
Westminster system, and in Western Australia, we were past this business of having people of different status and 
different class. Apparently, that is not the case. Apparently, the government is very happy for that to continue. 
I wonder whether there will be any change in this fortieth Parliament or whether the government is comfortable 
with a situation in which people are first class, business class and economy class. I hope that one of the members 
of the government will take the opportunity during this debate to indicate the government’s intentions on this issue. 
Consideration of report adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 
Progress reported and leave granted to sit again, pursuant to standing orders. 

Sitting suspended from 4.15 to 4.30 pm 
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